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WHITE BALLOON DAY 
Statement 

HON COLIN de GRUSSA (Agricultural) [9.56 pm]: I want to bring to the attention of the house that 
White Balloon Day was held last Friday. I notice that a number of members in both this and the other place are 
wearing their little badges for White Balloon Day, as I am. This is Australia’s largest and longest running child 
protection campaign dedicated to the prevention of child sexual assault. I was certainly very proud to wear my 
badge on Friday as I travelled around my electorate. A number of people asked me what the badge was about, and 
I was happy to explain it to them, and they certainly agreed that we all should do more to ensure the prevention of 
child sexual assault. 

White Balloon Day is championed by Hetty Johnston and her team at Bravehearts, an organisation founded in 
1997 by Hetty Johnston following her daughter’s disclosure of sexual assault. Finding that there was not anyone 
to turn to for help, she established this organisation to provide advice and support for those affected. In every 
90 minutes in Australia, a child is sexually assaulted. That is one in five children who are sexually harmed in some 
way before their eighteenth birthday. That is an appalling statistic and is totally unacceptable in our society. 
White Balloon Day was started in Belgium in 1996 when 300 000 people gathered together in solidarity with the 
parents of children who had been the victims of a previously convicted and released paedophile. In 1999, the 
White Balloon Day campaign resulted in a 514 per cent increase in disclosures of child sexual assault to Queensland 
police headquarters. That is a staggering figure and is certainly testament to the importance of this day. 
The White Balloon Day badge represents a symbol of hope to survivors of child sexual assault and encourages them 
to break their silence by speaking out. It is a day on which communities unite to make a commitment to protect our 
children. As a dad to five young girls, I am acutely aware of how precious our children are and how precious their 
childhood is. We must do all we can to ensure that our children do not have their childhood stolen from them by any 
act of abuse, no matter how it is perpetrated. This work is always ongoing for us in this place and in the community. 
I am very proud of the work we did in this place in passing the Civil Liability Legislation Amendment (Child Sexual 
Abuse Actions) Bill 2017. That legislation was, and is, incredibly important. I know it will have a profound effect on 
those who have suffered abuse as children. However, we must do all we can to prevent child sexual assault from 
happening, and I know that Bravehearts is certainly working hard to make sure that is the case, as should we. 
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